
 
Town of Swanzey Planning Board  Approved Minutes 
January 8, 2026 
Page 1 of 3 
 

Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Sw a n ze y P la n n in g Bo a r d  

Meeting Minutes –  J a n u a r y 8 , 2 0 2 6  
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey, NH 

 
CALL TO OR DER : 
The meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board from December 18, 2025 was continued to a site visit 
on J anuary 5, 2026; that meeting was continued until J anuary 8, 2026 at 6:00pm by Chair Scott 
Self. The meeting was held at Whitcomb Hall and online for the public. Other members present: 
Vice Chair Michael York, Victoria Ames, Richard Lane, Mark Scalera, Brandon Self, Alternates 
Stacey Goodale, J ane J ohnson, and Charlie Harbeck. Also present was Town Planner Adam 
Paquette and Recording Secretary Susan Ells.  
 
The Chair called the roll and read the agenda for the evening. A quorum was present.   
 
Ab sen t :  Selectman’s Representative Mark LaBelle 
 
Oth e r s  P r e sen t : 
Kai Kraemer with FACT TV, Paul Thomas, Nicole Knobloch, Bill Prescott, John Noonan 
 
M INUTES: 
The meeting minutes of De cem b er  1 8 , 2 0 2 5  were considered. A motion was made by Brandon 
Self to approve the meeting minutes as presented. There was a second by Mark Scalera. All were in 
favor. With no further discussion, the motion passed.  
 
AP P LICATIONS AND P UBLIC H EAR ING(S) :  
A. P B 2 5 -0 1 7 : Sit e  P la n  R e vie w  Ap p lica t io n  –  Fieldstone Land Consultants have 

submitted a Site Plan Review Application on behalf of Paul Thomas to expand the gravel 
parking lot at Twinkle Town. The property is located at Tax Map 220, Lot 191 in the 
Business District. A s it e  vis it  fo r  th is  p r o je ct  o ccu r r e d  o n  J a n u a r y 5  a t  2 p m . 

 
J ohn Noonan reviewed the site visit purpose which was to determine the number of parking 
spaces. The location of the ADA spaces will be in front of the ice cream shop. The parking lot 
will be gravel.  
 
Paquette read the concerns of the Conservation Commission. Lane asked about water runoff 
and Noonan described the mitigation plan. There was discussion regarding shifting the parking 
lot to move it from one wetland point, but Noonan explained doing that would put it closer to 
another wetland point.  
 
Chair Self asked for public comment –  there were none. He closed the public hearing at 
6:18pm and asked for board comments. 
 
A motion was made by Brandon Self to approve the new parking lot. York seconded the 
motion. Ames asked for Paquette to re-read the Conservation Commission comments. Brandon 
Self changed his motion to include the condition that the shed and mowing equipment to be 
moved as far from the wetlands as possible. No further discussion. The motion was passed 
unanimously. 
 
B. P B 2 5 -0 1 8 : Sit e  P la n  R e vie w  Ap p lica t io n  –  Fieldstone Land Consultants have 

submitted a Site Plan Review Application on behalf of Paul Thomas for an accessory 
storage structure measuring 5,000 square feet. The property is located at Tax Map 220, 
Lots 171 & 173 in the Business District. A s it e  vis it  fo r  th is  p r o je ct  o ccu r r e d  o n  
J a n u a r y 5  a t  2 p m . 
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Paquette read the comments from the Conservation Commission. Noonan explained the site 
visit and the revisions that have since been made to the plan including rotating the building 
which provides more distance between the wetlands; he also described the water mitigation 
design. The use is considered accessory use as storage, not as a business.  
 
Chair asked for public comments –  there were none.  Scalera and Ames thanked Noonan for 
changing the location of the building.  
 
The public hearing was closed at 6:36pm. The chair asked the board for comments. Chair Self 
stated that if the proposed zoning amendments get approved on the warrant, there will be a 
requirement for a conditional use permit to put in the building. For now, it can be approved as 
is. 
 
Michael York made a motion to approve the plan with the condition to update the site plan 
drawing to show the swing of the building and to update the information to show elevations 
and layout of the building on the architectural designs. Brandon Self seconded the motion. The 
motion carried unanimously.  
 
Discu s s io n s  a n d  Oth e r  Bu s in e s s : 
A. Ne w  Te n a n t  Ap p lica t io n  –  Nicole Knobloch –  135 Old Homestead Highway  
Chair Self read the application for Purple Ivy LLC to rent to Nicole Knobloch whose new 
business will be a medspa providing personal care services for facials, injectables, etc.  
 
Chair Self asked for the location of the unit within the building. The applicant answered that it 
is in the back of the building. He asked for questions of the board –  Lane asked if it was an 
existing business, but it is a new business. Scalera asked about the flood light which is in the 
back. There were no other questions. 
 
A motion was made by Brandon Self to approve the application. Mark Scalera seconded. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

 
B. Discu ss io n  o n  R e zo n e  P r o p o sa l 
Paquette reported that the Town heard from property owners regarding the proposed rezoning 
and are requesting a revision to the warrant article which was provided in the packet. Chair 
Self clarified with Paquette that even though it was already approved to go on the warrant, it 
can be amended before the deadline as long as there is another public hearing. 
 
Scalera made a motion for a new public hearing to discuss the request for revision. The motion 
was seconded by Brandon Self. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
C. R u le s  o f P r o ce d u r e  o f th e  Sw a n ze y P la n n in g Bo a r d  
The Board was provided a copy of the Rules of Procedure of the Swanzey Planning Board. 
Chair Self asked the board to review the procedures to discuss later. 
 
There was some discussion regarding the role of alternates. Ames read from the Planning 
Board of NH Publication Appendix C which explained their procedures for alternates. Chair 
Self explained it is the Swanzey Planning Board’s decision to create their own rules and 
procedures and asked for the Board to consider this for future discussion.  
 
Ames suggested also reviewing the Conflict-of-Interest policies on a regular basis. 
 
York said he spoke with the Finance Director regarding impact fees and was told the Town 
would need to add another position to handle that. He wondered if it would bring enough value 
to the Town to cover the cost of the position.  
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ADJ OUR NM ENT 
A motion to adjourn was made by Richard Lane. There was a second to the motion by Brandon Self 
with no further discussion. All were in favor and the motion pa ssed. Adjournment occurred at 
6:56pm. 
 
Ne xt  Mee t in g:   J a n u a r y 2 2 , 2 0 2 6  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Susan Ells, Recording Secretary 
 
Approved on J anuary 22, 2026 


